UR. 
am glad to hear the Members of Parlia- 
ment tor your Countrey are in the Diſ- 
poſition you ſpeak ot, that they ceaſe 
being Enemies, as ſenſible they muſt 
their Conntrey, or become juit Friends 
port its In- ereilt. It is time thoſe un- 
Names of Parties be laid ahdeg and 
common Term of eternal Reproach 
coin'd for them of either fide, that 
d the Duty &f true Englith men in this 
Meering. 
ws far we agree; but it was unreaſona- 
you by one Queſtion in ſo ſhort a Let- 
put me to the neceſſity of a Volume in 
It was fit onely to be ask'd a Dealer 
Revelations, What ſhall we do to ſup- 
Honour and Intereſt of the Nztzon ? 
our End of the Town, by good luck, 
Queſtion is reſolved in as few words as 
poſed its Groe 4 General Exciſe, This 
fingle Expedient, and. the onely Reaſon 
Nated for it is, You can ſupport the Go- 
mt no other way. 
is the Chimical State-Remedy inten- 
all our Diſeaſes, which I think my (elf 
to give you notice of, not ſo muck 
I can fay, as to put you and all ſober 
thinking, that they may not wink like 
Women, and let their Blood be drawn 
them in ſuch a manner, as will not one- 
aken their own , but certainly deſtroy 
dick Conſtitution. 
but that I own our Supplies for next 
aſt be to the utmoſt of what the Na- 
an bear: In this I ſhall agree with a 
fHoner of the Treaſury , or a Chair- 
4 Money-Bill, though 1 may differ 
Shim in the Ways of railing it, and per- 
in the Manner of layiog it out. The End 
at Taxes mult be the Support of the 
t againſt its Enemies; but if the 
rropoſed for railing them more certain- 
roy it than thoſe Foes can do, I muſt 
we to ſerk for other Methods. Now 
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this, and nothing leſs, I take to be the Caſe, 
it Moneys be raiſed by a G-neral Exciſe; and 
it is undeniable, that whatever Summ is ſo 
levied, ſhall coft the People near a fourth 
part more than ſhall come to the Service of 
the Government, and that whatſoe ver is pre- 
tended to the contrary, the Burthen of this 
Tax does and muſt fall upon the Men of E- 
{ſtates in Lands. 

But before I go on, I muſt endeavour to 
ſhew the necellity of an Union between thoſe 
thar differ perhaps in little things, yer agree 
in their Concern tor the Well-being, Honor, 
and Safery of the Nation; our onely hope is 
in the Good-nnderitanding of this Parliament, 
and I am convinced ir was t & ing one ano- 
ther begun thoſe Feuds, which are carried on 
(1 fear) by ſome that pretend to Moderation. 

It muſt be allowed of King Charles II. that 
the divided Intereſt of Proteliant and Papiſt 
was what he encouraged, not fo much out 
of Inclination to either, as always preferring 
thoſe that were for his preſent Purpoſes, when 
that is out of doors, a divided Intereft amongſt - 
Proteſtants may be managed to the ſame ends, 
it might ptrhaps be ſuſpect-d, it it were poſ- 
ſible to think the great Men in Affairs now, 
could have the like apprehenfion of Things 
with thoſe that influenced in the laſt Reign, 

But it may eaſily be diſcerned by any Bo- 
dy honeftly inquiſitive, whether a ſincere U- 
nion be irtended by thoſe that govern, to- 
wards reconciling Mankind to a publick Good, 
or whether the Bufineſs be to obtain their 
Ends upon a divided People. ; 

The laſt Government has left us freſh Ideas 
of ſuch a Scaramuchi Adminiftration , where 
the Managers, dreſt like Harlequan, one Side 
Spanzard, thiother French, have always half a 

ace ready for every Faction, bur a Heart 
ftcady to nothing but their own Defigns : A 
thouſand Inſtances might be given, to ſerve 

for the diſcovering the like, whenever 
are aſcot; but I ſhalt onely mention ſome 
few, which may eaſuy be diſcovered. 0 
A KYOTO Fuſty 
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Firſt, When Men are examined by the Pro- 
ject, and not the Project by the Men. 

_ Secondly, When the Liberty of Parliament 
is awed And, 

; Laſtly, When the Integrity of its Members 
is a!tenpted by C rruptior. 

To make my ſelf rightly underſtood: As to 
the tirit, Iwill ſuppole, That this Notion of 
a Gene: al Exciſe, ſo much ralk'd of at pre- 
ſent; had been a State Project in th: thoughts 
of the late King onely 3 and ſome Foreigner, 
Dada (a from Rome, or a Barilon f om 
France; they might j.iftly have cocluded, 
(ach a Fund would enable them to carry on 
their Deſi us without Parliaments: Ad who 
doubts then whether the Privy Conmcil had 
had been troubled with ſuch a Bufineſs, or 
Whether without more conſide ation, it had 
not been immediately ſet up for a Touch- 
ſto e of Men's Inclinations to the G vern— 
ment, and the ſu ject Matter for Cloſetting, 
the Conſequence of which had been, Every 
Man had 1.ft his Employ ment, that had not 
app oved and,gromiſed it, and any new Face 
received in g them, who had but heartily 
engaged, .. 

One may Tay this Project had been thus 
managed in the laſt Reign, fince in Re ation 
to the ſeſt Act the ſame Methods were taken, 
theſe P actices gave the juſt Diſgult of the 

ft Court: And as they were tae certain 
Sins of the Game I have mentioned, ſo what 
ever the Mutter in queſti n be, it is this Man- 
ner of Managing of it betrays the lite Deſign. 
This is fundamentally ſubverting the Coniti- 
rution, in my Opinion, to force Men to at 
againit their Conſcience, or be undonc, to 
proftitute the Places of Profit and Honour 
deſigned as Encouragements and Reward, for 
thoſe that labour to ſupp rt the Government, 
to ſuch onely as can be found molt ready to 
eomply with whatſoever is expected from 

m. 

This is the trying Men by the Project (as 
I call it,) thefe are the inſa lible Symptoms 
of an over ruling Ambition, that muſt be ſa- 
tified by any Means, by a Men, that will 
rather deal with known Enemies, that pro- 
fels Compliance, than truſt to tried Friends, 
that have any Reſerves or Scruples. 

But to the ſecund Point I mentioned, that 
of Impoſing upon Parliaments, or by any 
means Awiag that Agde be ihe 1 __ 
Authority, which I take 10 be the. ile 
dur Coverument. 0 wy 


For Examples I muſt always revert to the. 
late Reigns, to which we all allow the Dig art 
figns [ have ſpoken of: For what concerns i yich 
future I ſhall need rep-at it no more, thtf@hedie 
take it for granted, in all Caſes f. om thelitich tl 
Premitſes, we are to exp ct the like Cone! 
fions, from the like Men the fame Del; 
from the like Management the ſame Thi 
inte:ded, 

The Cloſetting then about the Teſt- adi 
King James, muſt be allowell the moſt 
torious Attempt upon Parliamentary Li 
ties that ever was made, bur at the fameti 
the weakeſt. Ir waz below a King to a. 
that manner, ſince it was beneath a Sulje 
to own he wou'd comply, though it Werth 
Op mon; the Folly of it was ſufficiently m 
evrient at that time, for it ſtruck off f 
bis Intereſt a number of Men, who had 
companied his Deſigns till then with the 
mo{t Vigour, 

Should he have made a Pill too big 
them to (ſwallow, that (Saviours of the 
on) had baffled the Popiſh Plot, anc 
ported the Proteſtant one, that by one! 
wortiry of their Parts, had ſtruck at all 
Liberties of Englend by the fingle Project 
the Chareres. 

Should the Doſe have been made ſuchꝗ 
thoſe Stomachs could not bear, that q 
dige t their Dinner in a place where Gil 
were erected, and Men executed tor the 
Entertainment. 

Should they have been balk'd, WhO t 
zealous Chucchmen) could nevertheleſs, 
Memb rs of the high Commitſion Couct, 
pend Biſhops, and diſincorporate Colledzs 
and for no other Crime than their uawilli 
neſs to promote the D.figns of the Papiſa. 


But che damn'd Project failing in the Bu 
had this unexpected and fatal confequency yſed | 
numbers of theſe Men made a full Stop, tony that 
ſceing that Popery would ſpoil all, and ally likew 
fing rather to quit than to embarque in} byt | 
mad a Game, they became Martyrs to M to th 
fare King, and by that Merit are now let ferme 


fo a Reforming Government, that for Þ ment 
foundation declares againſt all choſe Pracudy By 
their whole Lives have been engaged in; Þ been 
conſequence of which I n ed not explain I any c 

But, as I was ſaying, this Cloſetting 
the moſt unlikely way could be thought & it ot. 
to obtain what was aimed at by King 7 
Nothing ſo fatal'to Authority as Contemę 
and Princes os all ghings ought to.ayeid 
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t to s. It was highly impolitick to refuſe to 
the Iq artfull Knaves the pretence of Honeſty; 
erm ti hich ſuch publick peremptory Summons to 
, titYbedience did do, to ſuch as could comply 
dhe lik them. 
Conc} We ſaw how many he loft by it: Ly ns 
Deli we their Jackcalls to raiſe their Prey; the 
Tr, of Men ſheuld have theirs, to (pread 
heir Notions: This telling to one at a time 
-Atis Mind , Was nota Majeftick way, proper 


"ot x Monarchs to uſe, who need not make 
' Liheir Subjects hear from their own Mouths , 
Ne lam fer! the Effects of not apprehending q ick- 
> ah, and comp!ying taſter. 


Sul Though there are different ways uſed to 


vereiſte ſame Deſigns, yet ſon.ething at lait will 
iy ray them to be alike. 
2 We have Iten Men loſe their Emploiments, 


{ they have bern told for what : 

We have ſcen Men loſe their Emploimeuts, 
| no reafon given why. 

We have fees impudent Promiſers, and 
wiſey Undertakers, received with open 
mes. 

We have ſcen thoſe in faſhion who could 
ently obey, and ask no Queſtions. 

Ai d can it be ſuppoſed thete different Pra- 
ices had the ſame View ? This doubtleſs 
akes it evident they had, that no former 
couyerits or Services could keep Men in the pub- 

Wick Stations they were in, that they had this 
wmmon Fate under the different Manage- 
nent, ti:e o deſt Servants, the moſt deter ving 
in Friends, were forced to make way for a new 
is, A adoptior ; and with Reaſon; for in truth 
Tt, iy when a Project is once reſolved on, thoſe mutt 
a be found out that wil nndertake it, or at 
Wag leaft will infignificantly fat ftill, whilſt others 
tranſa&t in it. 

But as to the laſt Point, the Corruption 
ence yſed in Parliaments, it is not to be doubted, 
„ My that where Menaces are uſed, Rewards are 

IMF likewiſe offered to induce Men to comply, 

in but neither being neceliary to perfuade Men 
0 No their common Interetts, Threats and Pre- 
let ferments can never be made ule ot to Parlia- 
ment Men for a good Deſign. 

v5 But, good God! May we not fay there has 
15 WF been a Tiade amonętt us, 2s well known as 
wy any other, that I mean of a Parliament Man; 
8 "F and when ſhall we be happy enough to have 
bt it otherwiſe p It was Maſaniſſa's Expretiion 
of Rome, Cenalis efſes, fi Emptorem 11.venerss : 
I am ſure there is no Man can fell his Couu- 
Wtey , but there mutt be a Purchaſer, We 


3 


happened once to know remarkably z who 
bought, who fold, and what, was paid: It 
may often be perceived, though ſeldom fo 
luckily made out. 

But to conclude with ſomething poſitive, 
and with agreeable Notions, atter ſo many 
ugly ones, this being a time of great Expec- 
tation tor Retormation, we vill derermine 
that Government to be free from any Suſpi- 
tion of ſuck Aims or Deſigns as have been 
ſpoken ot, 

When there are no particular Projects (a 
hatch'd and prepar'd tor Parlianients, as that 
it is expected aturehand they ſhould be com- 
ply'd with. 

When they are not given out in an Atha- 
naſiin Way, whoſcever does not doe thus and 
thus, ſhall neither be tkought Friend to Rx 
nor Kingdom. 

When honeſt Men are not diſpoſſeſt of their 
Places, til ſome notorious Miſcarriage makes 
the World ſenſible they are juſtly removed, 
or ſome good Reaſon te given for it. 

When Men of Integrity are not Project- 
hanged, and their Places diſpoſed of to any 
{.rt of Tools, who are ready to ſerve the 
Government, (as they call it, and muſt need 
in ſome time the Shelter of the Crown to de- 
fend them from Parliaments, it they want it 
not already. 

When notorious Offenders againſt the fun- 
damental Conſtitution aie puniſhed, or at 
leaſt not countenanced. 

When thoſe in Places of Truſt may be de- 
pended upon, and that the Secrets and Fate 
of the Nation are not put into Mens hands by 
way of Experiment, upon the refined Poli- 
ticks of Making Friends. 

Wen it is not thought more expedient 
to truſt Comp!ying Enemies, than Plain -deal- 
ing Friend, e{pecially when the one have the 
common Conſent of Merit , the otter the 
Marks of publick Cenſure upon them. 

When there is no Pa:liamentary Traffick 
a foot, and that no Places are held in the ca- 
pacity of able Men in the Houle of Commons, 
to which they could no other ways be en- 
tituled, 

When Men of ſteady Principles are not ex- 
poſed to reproachful Titles by filly Flatterers, 
aud that Men always in communion with the 
Church of Eng/ar.d , are not called with as 
little reaſon Faraticks , as thoſe that gave a 
Cruwn Commonweaithimen, | 
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Laftly, When a Spade is called a Spade, 
and not an ambitious Staseſman the Support 
of the Church, or a covetous old flattering 
Fanatick a Patriot; for ſuch miraculouſly have 
we ſeen in ſealon at the ſame time. 

Bur now that Gud has ſo miraculouſly bleſt 
our Arms i the Recovery of our own, I hope 
he will make the Bleſſing complete, by re- 
f us amongit ourſelves; I hope thoſe 
that are to conſult for our future Eftabliſh- 
ment, are now out of danger of being ſwayed 
by vain Fears, cr influenced by any thing but 
Right Reaſon, 

heſe three Years have made us acquain- 
ted with one another, and are ſufficient to 
let wiſe Men know what they have to expect. 
The King is acquainted with his People, the 
People with their King; they know the Ha- 
eards he is willing to expoſe his Perſon to, 
againſt the publick Enemy; he (I hope) is 
ſo well fatisfi-d of the Fidelity and Courage 
of his Subjects, as to be convinced this is the 
proper time to lay that Tie and promis'd Ob- 
ligation upon them, of diſmiſſing the foreign 
Troops according to his Declaration. 

I expe& with great hopes a happy Union 
of Parties, on which I think our future Hap- 
pineſs depends, fince the great Point that firſt 
divided us, was Regency, or FleCtion; and 
I believe the Prejudices on both fides are aba- 
ted upon juſt Ground. 

Thoſe that in their Apprehenfion of what 
they might expect from the late King tor the 
Nation and themſelves, were zralous to have 
a Crown'd Head to protect both, can hardly 
be wondred at ; but ſome of the moſt emi- 
nent of them have ſo plainly ſhewed by their 
Actions fince, they were incapable of com- 
plementing in a publick Concern, that I am 
confident all the World does and muſt agree, 
That what they did was according to their 
Juilgments for the publick Good. 

And I am of opinion, that the other Parry 
who fear.d the Regency, was onely propoſed 
in favor of the late King, are convinced ſince 
there were publ:ck ſpirited Men of that Sen- 
timent, who acted upon no ſuch Deſign, but 
expecting more Agreement in ſuch a Settle- 
ment, and as great a Reformation upon that 
Foundation. 

- However, it were ridiculons now to quar- 
rel with thoſe as Enemies to the King's Inte- 
reſt upon that account, on whom he has con- 
ferred ſuch Favors, placing ſo many ot them 
is publick Employments , that rather thoſe 


have reaſon to think themſelves unfortunate, A. 
that were not of that Judgment too. | 
This makes me flatier my (elf ; theſe Diſ. 
putes will ceaſe, and that all will agree hearth, 
ly in their Endeavors to ſupport K. Wilkam and 
the Government, the King, the Cuitoms the 
Laws ; this whole I call theConttitution,which 
ſtitution whoever is weary of, let him give 
a general Exciſe : For I doubt not but plain. 
ly to demonſtrate all I hne faid concerning it, 
and to prove, that it entire'y deſtroys the pre. 
ſent Form of Government; Thoſe that will 
ſhew us the better one they intend to pro. 
duce in the Room of it, I think ſhould by 
heard, and to that point onely, in Parliament, 
though it is dangerous to change in moſt 
things, and I hope we ſhall be molt of all 
unwilling to try Experiments in this, 

I would defire to know whether a Parlia- 
ment be onely neceſſary in England, for gi- 
ving of Moneys, though it has been too often 
uſed, as if it were ſo; yet that wili hardly be 
maintained. 

There are many Uſes of Parliaments, of 
which I ſhall ſpeak prefently , which makes 
them efſential to the whole, not to ſay that 
they really are a part of our Conſtitution: 
but if it be onely in the King's Power, to call 
or diſmiſs them at his Pleaſure; I ask then, 
They that give ſuch a Fund as may fupport the 
Crown in all the Exigencies of War, as well as 
Peace, Have they not put that part of the 
Government, eſſential to us upon fo many 
Accounts, in a poſſibility of being laid aſide, 
during the pleaſure of any Minifter ? 

What is this then but an Alteration of the 
Conſtitution, if Parliaments are a part of it, 
and the Supplies which I allow, may this way 
be provided tor, be not what onely makes 
them neceflary. 

I ſhall now take the Liberty to ſhew why, 
and in what, Parliaments are indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſaty to the Bring of our Government, and 
that will more evidently ſhew ſuch a Tax to 
be the very deſtruction of it; and I ſhall not 
fail to anſwer, in the firſt plase, the Excuſe 
they make for themſelves who would a.;:ec 
to ſuch a Tax, Tbat they wound om: ge it 

for a Time. 

Are not Parliaments neceſſary to make ſea» 
ſonable and wholeſome Laws, and as necetlar 
to unmake ſome, as make others? The A 
of Conformity had no Effects ſuitable to its 
Defigns; and the Utility expected from the 
Telt AR did not anſwer Expectation, for 
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wiſts were admitted into Employments at- 
ards; nay Men turn'd Papiſts to have 
But I hope this good will be found 
ever, in the repeal of one of them, that 
Proteſtants amongſt us may live unper- 
ated. 
tat now ſure, more than ever, it muſt be 


1 give he'd, That Parliaments are neceſſuy to 
Plain: o Minifters in awe, to examine and re- 
Ang it, Sm Abuſcs in Government, and Violations 
de Pre» u; fince the preſent King, when Prince 


bange, did refer in his Declaration all 
Grievances, and the Promoters of them 
hrliament, as the proper place to have 


men, Ke regularities red. efs'd, which made his 
moſt Tn to the Crown. 
ot all I it we mult ſpeak plainly under a good 


who is but imperfectly ſo, if he do 
help us to provide agaiuſt a bad one; 
we muſt ſay that the Effential uſe of Par- 


often ent, is to prevent the Nation being op- 
Nly be Nd by unneceſſary Taxes, and to provide 

the good Diſpoſition of them when given, 
* | is impoſſible to ſuppoſe a People un- 


ip to contribute to their own Security; 
Danger is not on that fide; but we may 
ole (for we have ſeen already) an ill uſe 
of what has been given for their Pre- 


hen, ation: The Supplies, Revenues, and Taxes 
tthe Jim to the late King, were never defign'd 
ell as ) to pay Penſions to Father Prere, to 
the port E nbaſſies to Rome, to introduce Po- 
nan fy, and ſuppreſs the Proteſtant Religion. 
hide, then, in plain Engliſh, the whole Bal- 
. e of the Government on the People's fide, 
| the {that which only mikes it a limitted Monar- 


fit, | and not the Tyranny of France, be that 


Way Friaments muſt mert to the terrour of Mi- 
akes Fiters, and redreſs of Grievances; And why 
muſt they meet? Baule ſooner or later 
hy, | neceflity of Affairs will require it; i; this 
ne- fa known Truth, Mut we not own, that 
and toe ver takes off this Neceliity of Parli- 
tO Jet deſtroys our Government ? 
= The Argument ot a good Prince is no- 


ing to the purpo'e,nor can any Neceſſity be 
© Jigood one under the moſt deſpotick Govern: 
unt: The Adminiſtration may be Gentle 
ad Juſt in one Reign, and return to its Vio- 
tee in another; nor can any Neceſſity make 
ary Iknreafonably avoid one Danger by running 
\ 0 a greater, 


its Þ Shall this give us Satisfaction, being told 
— allay our Fears, that ſuch a Tax under the 


ett Penalties ſhall be confined to a time, 


(s 


will ſuppoſe any thing under the preſent 
Government, though it was honeftly and 
wiſely ſaid of a great Man, that I fear will be 


wanted, and was well known in Parliament, 


Taat he could ſuppoſe nothing where the 
Nation was concern'd ; but it this General 
Exciſe ſhould be given for ſome Years only, 
thoſe Princes are Mortal we have ſuch Conf. 
dence in, and the continuation of the addi- 
tional Cuſtoms expired with the Life of King 
Charles, yet notwithſtanding were Collected 
by the late King's command, does plainly 
thew what we might expect upon the like 
occaſion ; Did he not force the Payment of 
that Tax againſt Law? Did he not force it, 
when without an Army? And can any Man 
believe, even in the bearing Humour this Na- 
tion has long been in, That King Fames du ſt 
have levied a new Tax without conſent of Par- 
liament, but the continuance of what already 
has. been in practice, of what the People have 
been uſed to comply with, we know has been 
— ventured upon, though againft 


w. 

F muſt confeſs the Minifters, who pre- 
tend, long fince to have foreſeen the Ne- 
ceſſity of this General-Exciſe for a time, 
ſhould ( whoever had eſcap'd } have made 
ſome Examples of thoſe who acted in the il- 
legal Collection of thoſe Duties, ceaſing to 
be due by Law, if they would have had us 
believe at any time, that ſuch a ſufficient Pro- 
viſion, once in a way of being Collected, 
ſhould ever ceaſe. 

But I have other Reaſons to make me con- 
clude this Tax, once eſtabliſhed, would ne- 
ver dye. I remember thoſe Verſes in Hudi= 
braſs. 


But then the date of was Nock out, 
Off drop d the ſympatbetick Snout. 


When the date of this Tax were out, ſa 
many ſympathifing Officers would be ſet a 
dritt again. That I dare Anſwer for it, the 
diligence theſe Exciſe Men would uſe for 
their own Preſervation, would not fail to pro- 
cure an Exciſe Parliament; the influence they 
have is well known in their Management of 
one Branch, and how they make uſe of it ; 
and the certain ſuccet{ion that would inevi- 
tably enſue, no doubt would prove a great 
Blefſing to the Nation. 

This Exciſe would beget ſuch a number of 
Officers, ſuch Oſſicers would —_ wk 

ar - 


Parliament Men, ſuch Parliament Men would 
give ſuch Votes, ſuch Votes would deſerve 

uch Pentions, ſuch Pentions would be fo well 
paid upon ſuch a Fund, that who can doubt 
of its continuance. But whenever this Tax 
is vehemently inſiſted upon, it may juftly 
raiſe great Suſpicions, that it is not a publick 
or immediate Neceflity that makes it to preſt 
but ſome other Reaſon. In the utmoſt Neceſ- 
ſit y, Can that be a fit Tax to be given, which 
muſt coſt near a fourth part in Collecting? 
And that for a preſent Occafion which is 
wholly uncertain, and neither to be model- 
led, or gueſs d at in ſome few Years? 

But what gives juſt Jealouſies to thinking 
Men, is, That they are ſure the Government 
cannot be fo wrongfully inform'd as not to 
know, that a General Exciſe is little other 
than a Tax upon Land accompanied with 
moſt dangerous Circumſtances to the Contti- 
tution, and uneaſie to the People. 

If an Exciſe be laid upon every Thing, 
which a Man of Neceſſuy muft buy, Is not 
that in Proportion to that Exciſe, ſo much 
ont of his Money, which comes out of his 
Land? It a Man can conceive it as eaſie to 
pay, by fo many two Pences and Groats in a 
Day in Exciſe, what otherwiſe he muſt pay 
by ſo many Crowns a Month out of his Eftate, 
I hare nothing to ſay. : 

But were it as ſome conceive, that all 
People paying a kind of Proportion, the Lan- 
ded Men are eaſed: It this were true it were 
moſt unadviſable in our preſent Circumitan- 
ces, ſhould we bring a Tax upon the common 
People, who never telt the weight of one be- 
fore, eſpecially when we depend upon their 
inclinations and ſteadineſs to our Intereft. 
But, alas! the common Man ot England 
muſt have his Proportion of Meat, of Ale, 
and his time to loiter 3 God forbid we thould 
alter the Heart and Conſtit ution of them, and 
ftarve them into French Men; it they muſt 
pay more for what they have, they will have 
ways in Proportion to that Expence, fo that 
beſides what is tax'din every Exciſe, and ex- 
preſſed in the Law, the Landed Man mutt 
Pay three Pence or a Groat extraordinary to 
every Labourer they employ by the Day, and 
two or thr& Pounds a Year more to thoſe 
they give Wages to by the Year. 

Would not any Man rather juftly compute, 
and give knowingly and chearfully what is 
neceſſary for the publick Support, than have 
his Pockets thus pick d by his own Conleat, 


not being ( as was ſaid by one of our King 
able to part with a Summ, when he ci 
ſaw, or knew what it was? 

This alone has ſome colour of Reaſon 
it, that Merchants and Money'd Men, w 
are not touched in Land T axes, would co 
tribute ſomething this way; but ſure for 
there might be tuund more effectual Mes 
I ſhall only Anſwer that the Contribution 
fuch Men in Exciſe, would be very i 
derahle, and in no Proportion they that ga 
moſt Money ſpend leaſt : And I would 
it but enquired into, if a certain Knight, wel 
known in Mieſtminſter, would pay in Exciſe 
for Meat, Drink, and Equipage, pr oportiags 
ably to 200000 J. Eſtate. x 

But as tor the Neceflity pretended ( which, 
give me leave, by the bye to obſerve ) ſomes 
times is made ſo great, you would ſupp 
we were almoſt doom'd to certain Deſtrud- 
on, and then nothing but a General Exc 
can (upport us; when at another time n 
doubt of the ſucceſs of any Thing humandy 
impoſſible, is a capital Off nce. 

What then are the preſent Di culties we 
labour under? A War with France, and a Titk 
to which there are other Pretenders: The 
Diſputes between the Houſe of 77k and L 
caſter are not yet forgotten, and Wars abet 
we had during thoſe Diſputes 3 no doubt 
thoſe Parliaments which met under thoſe d 
ferent Titles, had as much mind to ſecure 
themſelves againſt the oppoſite Party, as ie 
can have againit King James, and as great! 
defire to ſupport the Honour of the Nation, 
as we can have; yet never was there fuck 
Difficulties pretended, or ſuch Dangers a 
could give them the Confidence to offer a, 
or propoſe a General Exciſe. 

The ſame P ovidence that has ſupported u 
thus long without this Expedient, 1 doubt 
not will continue to do ſo; but I think g 
thing leſs than a Miracle can preſerve thi 
Conſtitution, if that be once granted. 

For Heavens ſake, What were they 
than Mad in King Chbarlesr's T.me, who vert 
always prefling that Prince to a War vith 
France, and giving declared Supplies for that 
pu:poſe d Were they not perfectly Diſtr. ct 
that were ſo impatient to draw ſuch an vs 
reaſonable Power upon themſelves, fanc: no 
at a time, when the Emperour, ſo many 
man Princes, Spain, Holand, and part of I: 
are in Wars with France, they are yet ſo f. 
midable, that nothing but a General- Exit 
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fave ns, or ſupport ns in this W:r againſt 
Enemy, which we have ſo gel con- 
ied againſt at Sea with the Dutch on our 


_ What can ſo extreamly alter the Caſe ? It 
uld © be a miſmanagement of our Strength 
- for Wealth. I ſhall not ſay how much France 
Meant have been annoyed with lets Expence, 


Force rightly employ'd ; nor how little 
on we have to boaſt of a part of our own 
inion, reduced by the hand of God, and 
fries of Miracles, which we owe to our 
Negligence, that we ever diſputed for. 
all not ſpeak of our Diſgraces at Sea, our 
reſt in that Point has been ſo betray'd in 
laft Reigns, that it ought doubly to be 
d after in this. But my great fear is, 
War is forc'd into a wrong Channel, b 
that are Strangers to the true lateceft 
proper Glory ot the Nation, 

However I ſhall wave thefe retroſpects, and 
the Matter of Fact, as it is, for our pie- 
Confaderation. _ 

'& beland reduc'd, Scotland ſufficiently ſecu- 
by the late Treaties, a Peace as good as 
luded between the Emperour and the 
the French drove out of Iraly and 
mr, and brought upon the Defenſive in 
bine and Flanders, Are we not in evi- 
Dangers? And can any Thing leſs than 
al Exciſe ſave us? 

Fes, I apprehend we are and the more 
all theſe Succeſſes, if we look not to the 
in Chance, The Sea, 'tis there we ought 
make great Efforts, extraordinary ones in- 
for our own ſakes, and for the general 
t, if rightly underitood. 

What ſhall Exgland be the better for all 
Succelles ſhall attend the Confederate 
lies ? Shall we make War wholly for our 
ſpend all our Wealth in Land Forces, 
ad forget that we have the Dominion of the 
to maintain? Shall we ſend all the pre- 
Stock out of the Nation, and over- 


ey leh N our Trade, the only means of getting 
re? 
* What becomes of Exgland? What Ad- 


zes can benefit them, if the French be 
humbled at Sea ? Nay, I will maintain it 
dangerous for the whole, if the Wealth 
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1 France be employ d after a Peace made 
Ge Four of Five Years in the Marine only, he 
den begin again, and be fairer then ever 


the Empire of the World, or be ſure to 
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Maſter of the Trade of it. 
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If we muſt go this way to work, let us 
Know it is an Article agreed with all our A 
lies, that a Peace be never conciuded till the 
French are forc'd by Land to deſtroy their 
own Harbours, to burn their own Ships. 

For our S1xty five thoyſand Men when Ire- 
land is reduc'd, and One b:nr:dred and fifty 
Sbips kept at Sea, I hope we have ſome proſ- 
pect we are to have ſome ſhire in the Spoil z 
all I defire, is, we may have the fame proba- 
lity, that B-eft and Dunkirk ſrould be made 
ulelefs, as the E perout may have of Sera: 
burgh and Luxemburg b. the Spainard of Mons, 
the Savoyard of 22 and Pignerol. 

But nothing ſurpriſeth me more than the 
Diſcourſes of ſome amongſt us, That give out 
as if the whole Confederacy was engaged in 
War upon our Account, and therefore we are 
obliged in Honour to ſupport it at any rate, 
Was not the War begun between the Emper- 
our and France, betore the Prince of Orange 
came over into Eng/and? What made the 
States of Holland, but their own Inter«ft, ſup- 
ply the neceſſary Charge of the Expedition? 
Did they not however expect it? And were 
they not well paid for it? In what we do 
for them, on the like Score, though for 
our own Security.) Ought we not to demand 
and expect the like ? 

But to be told of ſeparate Peaces, and be- 
ing left in the Lurch; What are we taken 
for? Maft we ſuppoſe the Emperour, Ger- 
many, Spain, and Holand, will ſubmit to 
France, unleſs we ruine our ſelves for the Ex- 
pence of the War ? Onght they not in a fair 
Computation be ſatisſicd, it a Royal Navy be 
ſet out by the Engliſh, and their Common 
Enemy be diverted by deſcents, and annoyed 
by thoſe they uſed to have, if not aſſiſtant 
lo France, yet neuter in their Wars. 

But when they preſs theſe Bugbear Din- 
gers of being left alone; an Ergliſh Man 
may reaſonably give this Anſwer, That if we 
had the Möneys already expended, our Fleets 
in the Condition they might have been in, 
the Militia ſettled to the beit Advantage, and 
a ſmall number of our own Troops a foot, 
we might reaſonadly expect an Iſſue of the 
War, more to the Honour and Advantage of 
the Nation, depending upon our own 
Strength, than by this manner of confuming 
our Wealth in the payment of Foreign 
Troops, within the Kingdom, that ſpend no- 
thing, and Eagliſk Troops without, that ſpend 
all, 
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But however, when our Condition is moſt 
Dangerous, and that a General- Exciſe is pro- 
poſed ; I hope moſt Engliſh Men will Anſwer 
like that Generous Spainard, who had a Statue 
erected for what he ſaid and did: It was in 
a Town in Caſtile hard preſid by the Moors, 
and the whole Countrey menac'd with utter 
Ruine, where a Propoſal was made that the 
King might raiſe Money in an unreaſonable 
manner; conſidering the great exigency of 
Affairs, to which he reply'd in the publick 
Counſel ; If the Town beb, „ many brave Ca- 
ſtillans wil loſe ebeir Live:; if all Caſtile be 
over-run, more will periſh: But I doubt not 

ome will remain to revenge us, and to gain 
#beir Conntrey ; but if thu be conſented to, that 
1 new propoſed, there x no Caftilian left, I 
have Money: in my Houſe, I will give it all; 
#y Sword u by my Side, 4 will loſe the laft drop 
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of wy Bleod da defence of my Countriy; 
every Man take the ſame Reſolution, and 
we need not fear but we ſhall preſerve 
Town , our Countrey , our Laws, our He 
and our Liberty. 


But, Sir, I have given you too gre 
trouble; I ſhall end without any Form, 
ſhall only ſay, That if a General-Ex 
conſented to, by the Members in Parliar 
Iſhall conclude it is upon this depende 
that they leave the Adminittration in g 
hands of Miniſters of ſo known Ability 
Integrity, that they thiuk it ſafer than 
their own ; that they are ſecure of a Suce 
fion of ure Divino States men for ever r 
And, laſtly, That they are convinc'd this 
vernment wants all their Money, but ac 
their Care, 
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